
Field Trip Tygart Lake State Park

Description: Tygart Dam was built for flood control in 1938, creating a 10-mile-
long lake. The 1,740-acre lake and surrounding state park are nestled in the 
foothills of the Allegheny Mountains. More than seven miles of hiking trails 
provide good access throughout the area. Accommodations managed by 
West Virginia State Parks include a 20-room lodge and 11 modern cottages.  
In addition, campers have access to 40 camping sites suitable for campers 
or tents. Pontoon and fishing boat rentals are available. Adjacent to the state 
park, Pleasant Creek Wildlife Management Area provides hunters and hikers 
another 3,030 acres to explore.  

Viewing Information: Tygart Lake is a popular destination for many outdoor 
enthusiasts, so if you’re looking for wildlife, get up early when wildlife is most 
active and humans aren’t. The lake is exceptionally clear and is popular with 
snorkelers and scuba divers, especially around Henderson Rocks. Patient 
divers can catch a glimpse of bass, walleye, musky, crappie and perch. Schools 
of white bass can often be seen chasing minnows at the surface.

The lake’s numerous inlet streams such as Doe Run and Flag Run provide a 
haven for great blue heron, and are also good for seeing several waterfowl 
species including black ducks, mallards and Canada goose. Look for 
wood duck in the quieter inlets and backwater areas. The steep, wooded 
mountainsides along Tygart Lake provide habitat for white-tailed deer, wild 
turkeys, ruffed grouse and numerous reptiles and amphibians. In spring and 
summer, breeding neotropical migratory birds are common including American 
redstart, cerulean warbler, Baltimore oriole and wood thrush. Visitors can 
periodically see bald eagle and osprey.

Directions: 
From I-79, take U.S. Route 50 or U.S. 
Route 119 to Grafton.  From Grafton, 
take U.S. Route 50 to South Grafton 
and follow signs to the park. 

Closest town:  Grafton

Ownership: West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources (304-265-6144); 
Lake – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(304-265-1760)
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management benefit populations 
of golden-wings. While other 
states examine the effectiveness 
of such management actions as 
prescribed fire (Tennessee) and 
clearcuts (Wisconsin), researchers 
in West Virginia are measuring 
the response of golden-wings 
to brush-hogging and selective 
tree harvest implemented during 
the fall.  Since an increase in 
territorial males by itself may not 
indicate better quality habitat, 
nest success will continue to be 
measured over the next few years.

Though not directly related 
to the conservation initiative 
objectives, researchers from the 
Coop Unit are interested in the 
response of golden-wings to different playback surveys 
as well as nest site characteristics. Playback surveys 
use golden-winged warbler song recordings to entice 
the birds into making an appearance, either visually or 
vocally. Biologists have cautioned against using point 
counts alone to monitor golden-wing populations since 
males are easily overlooked without the aid of song 
recordings. Two playback surveys are being tested: 
the 17-minute GOWAP survey, including type I, type 
II and mobbing sequences; and a custom 10-minute 
survey, with type II playback only. Type I songs are 
associated with mate attraction, whereas type II songs 
usually accompany interactions with other males, 
and the mobbing sequence features vocalizations 
of eastern screech-owls, black-capped 
chickadees and golden-winged warblers.  
Preliminary results show that similar 
numbers of golden-wings were detected 
with both surveys and that numbers of 
detections decreased as the day and season 
progressed. Males often approached the 
observer or vocalized in response to song 
playback, indicating that surveys with 
playback may reveal a considerable portion 
of otherwise inconspicuous males.

Information on nest site characteristics, 
on the other hand, will allow managers 
to design future management options 
for West Virginia. How close do golden-
winged warblers nest to shrubs? What 
type of vegetation is used to support and 

conceal the nest? Are nests 
typically oriented in a certain 
direction? Is there an optimal 
mix of habitat characteristics 
for increasing nesting success? 
Although based on a small 
sample of nests, golden-wings on 
grazing allotments in the West 
Virginia study had an affinity for 
goldenrod and often placed nests 
less than six feet from a shrub, 
or at the edge between dense 
shrubland and more open areas.  
Other studies have documented 
similar findings where golden-
wings nest.

West Virginia is rapidly 
losing one of its most striking 
songbirds. A task force interested 

in conservation of golden-wings has more than 80 
American, Canadian and Latin American ornithologists, 
conservationists, and managers from universities, state 
and federal agencies, international non-governmental 
organizations, and industry already involved. Everyone 
can get involved, whether it be buying shade grown 
coffee to protect vital winter habitat or signing up to 
help with the atlas project, we have a golden opportunity 
to rescue another warbler in trouble.

Kyle Aldinger is a graduate research assistant with the WV 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit at WVU. Petra Bohall 
Wood is a wildlife biologist and adjunct professor at WVU with the 
Coop Unit. The warbler research is partially funded by grants from 
the DNR Wildilfe Diversity Program. 

Nest with hatchlings.
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Golden-winged warbler fledgling with leg band.
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